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Life affords no greater responsibility, no
greater privilege, than the raising of the next
generation.

C. Everett Koop
(former U.S. Surgeon General)



[Sensitive periods in Early Brain Development ]

. Pre-school years School years
High
~ Numbers
N Peer social skills
’\ Conceptualization
>
hd
oy
P>
o:
o pu{
¢
V Emotional control
2 Habitual ways
of responding
Hearing
e, ViSiON
\,,
Low —
0 1 2 3 2 5 6 7

Child’s Age (years)

Graph developed by Council for Early Child Development (ref: Nash, 1997; Early Years Study, 1999; Shonkoff, 2000.)



Rates of Return to Human Development Investment
Across all Ages
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Graph developed by Council for Early Child Development (ref: Carneiro & Heckman, Human Capital Policy, 2003)




We cannot afford to postpone investing in
children until they become adults, nor can we
wait until they reach school — a time when it
may be too late to intervene.

J. Heckman
Nobel Prize Economics, 2000



[Five Major Areas of Development

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) measures children’s
early development and readiness for school in 5 major
developmental areas:
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The solution to adult problems tomorrow
depends on large measure upon how our
children grow up today.

Margaret Mead



% of children

Most Vulnerable Children

20%

18% C— Regina

16% 311 children 303 children Canadian Norm

14%

12% 226 children e 2817 children

10% ——4@ [10%

8%

6%

4%

2%

0%

Physical Health Social Emotional Language & Communication
& Well-Being Competence Maturity Cognitive & General

Development Knowledge

Source: Offord Centre for Child Studies, Regina Early Development Instrument Results, 2009




40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

Degree of Vulnerability

33.6%

614

O Regina

Bl Canadian Norm

children 27.2%

Low on 1 or more
readiness to learn
area

19.8%

361
children 13.6%

7.6%
139 3.9%
children
Low on at least 2 or more Multiple Challenges Index:
readiness to learn Low on 3 or more
areas readiness to learn areas

Source: Offord Centre for Child Studies, Early Development Instrument Results, 2009




The science underlying early learning Is
expanding all the time. The debate
surrounding it and the conclusions to be
drawn from it are too important for any
reasonable person to ignore.

Honourable Paul Martin
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